
 

News & Information 
       

 

The United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) will has provided guidance to schools based on 

what is currently known about the transmission and severity of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19).  BISD is sharing this 

information with our families and community to promote a joint effort to keep our stakeholders healthy.  

The information contained here has been copied and adapted from: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html  

GENERAL INFORMATION  

COVID-19 is a respiratory illness caused by a new virus.  There is currently no vaccine to protect against COVID-19. At this 

point, the best way to prevent infection is to avoid being exposed to the virus that causes it.  Stopping the spread of the 

virus through everyday practices is the best way to keep people healthy.   

As of yesterday, the World Health Organization has declared COVID-19 to be a pandemic. This means that the virus is 

geographically widespread. This term does not describe the severity of the virus or its infection rate of people in specific 

locations. There are 21 active cases of COVID-19 in Texas distributed in the areas listed below: 

• 6 Cases in Fort Bend County 

• 1 Case in Collin County 

• 3 Cases in Gregg County 

• 7 Cases in Harris County 

• 1 Case in Tarrant County 

• 2 Cases in Dallas County 

• 1 Case in Montgomery County 

Officials are expecting the number of cases to increase. The Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS) has 

prioritized protecting those that are high risk populations which includes older adults and individuals who have severe 

underlying chronic medical conditions that weaken the immune system such as heart disease, diabetes, cancer, or lung 

disease. As this develops those that are relatively healthy and have mild symptoms may be asked to stay home until they 

have recovered. The reason for this is a concern of inundating medical facilities and exposing medical professionals. 

PRECAUTIONARY EFFORTS 

Health officials are currently taking steps to prevent the spread of COVID-19 in our US communities and schools play an 

important role in this effort. The District’s role at this time is to take steps to prevent the spread of COVID-19 among our 

students and staff.  

Part of the District’s efforts to prevent the introduction and spread of COVID-19 includes sharing information with our 

community in addition to adding precautionary measures such as intensified sanitizing efforts by our custodial team and 

making additional sanitizing resources such as Lysol Spray, Clorox Wipes, and Hand-Sanitizer available in our classrooms 

and offices. Efforts to obtain and distribute these resources are underway. Additionally, BISD has purchased a new Clorox 

Total 360 System to treat the spaces in our schools.  

Our efforts to keep our children, staff, families, and community healthy rely on joint efforts. We need our parents, staff, 

and students to keep in mind and honor the policies and procedures we have in place highlighted below:  

• stay home when sick;  

• cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue or your elbow;  

• wash your hands as frequently as possible;  

• if you cover your mouth or nose with your hand, avoid touching other objects;  

• frequently touched objects such as door knobs, toys, and light switches should be sanitized regularly;  

• avoid putting your hands in your eyes, ears, nose, or mouth;  

• do not share cups, eating utensils, drinks, towels, toothbrushes, etc.  

• use disinfectants to clean classrooms and households regularly; wipe down tables and desks, etc.; 
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RECOGNIZING & HONORING VULNERABILITES 

The Texas Education Agency is working to learn more about COVID-19 every day.  BISD has not yet received detailed 

information regarding whether absences related to precautionary methods in response to COVID-19 will be considered 

as excused; however, our concern is first and foremost the health and well being of our students, staff, families, and 

community.  

Students and staff in schools are in frequent contact with one another and most items utilized in classrooms are handled 

and touched by multiple people every day. Staff and students with vulnerable health conditions are encouraged to 

make decisions regarding attendance based on what they feel is safest for themselves.  If students with vulnerable health 

conditions need individualized ways to access their learning outside of the school setting during the period of time during 

which the spread of COVID-19 is elevated, please contact the building principal to discuss and work together on options 

to meet individual needs.  

Students and staff who have recently traveled, especially to areas of the state and/or countries where COVID-19 is 

present are encouraged to be screened by a health care professional prior to returning to school.   

SCHOOL CLOSER INFOMRATION 

The Texas Education Agency and Region 6 Education Service Center have hosted conference calls with District leaders 

and disseminated as much information as is currently available regarding the best and most appropriate ways to prevent 

the introduction and spread of COVID-19 in our school communities.  

The state is not making any recommendations regarding cancelling school or school-related events, yet.  These decisions 

are currently being left to local decision makers. BISD is engaged in these conversations and will respond to local and 

regional recommendations as we continue to gain information on how to best protext and serve our stakeholders. If in 

the future, it is recommended that school events be cancelled or schools close, BISD will reach out through our multiple 

modes of school-home communications to inform our families. Please stay tuned in to our website and Facebook page 

for up-to-date information. In the event of school closures, the BISD School Messenger phone system will also be utilized.  

SAFETY & WELL-BEING COME FIRST 

BISD encourages all students, parents, and staff to use your best judgement to consider the health and well-being of not 

only yourself but also those around you.  Please make the choice to stay home if you or your child have signs of illness, 

especially those most related to respiratory viruses such as coughing, sneezing, and headaches. Seek medical attention 

immediately with flu-like symptoms and avoid attending school and school events until cleared by a doctor.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

WE APPRECIATE YOUR PARTNERSHIP IN KEEPING ALL HEALTHY AND WELL IN 

BRAHMA NATION 
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